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If you hold a pen in your “wrong” hand, writing ( 1 ) uncomfortable
and difficult. But keep doing it and you ( 2 ) get better at it—you learn.
This is because ( 3 ) between neurons in your brain get stronger, and
your brain grows.

Inour ( 4 ) yearsour brains grow very fast ( 5 ) we learn language,
writing, numbers, music and how to coordinate movement. By ( 6 ) time
we are teenagers, each neuron in our brain ( 7 ) to tens of thousands of
other neurons, and ( 8 ) time we have a new thought or memory, our
brains (9 ) new connections. Just as muscles get stronger by using
(10 ), the brain develops when it is stimulated. Without stimulation, it
( 11 ) dies.

A healthy brain does not lose huge (12 ) of brain cells as it ages. It
(13 ) torewire itself and grow new neurons. However, brain diseases are
very (14 ) in old age, and so we associate ageing (15 ) diseases such
as Alzheimer's disease.

Even though these diseases occur frequently in ( 16 ) elderly, it is a
mistake to think that old age automatically ( 17 ) mental decline. When
elderly people who do not have Alzheimer’'s disease (18 ) age-related
losses of memory and motor skills, it is often (19 ) because of ageing, but

because of inactivity and lack of ( 20 ) stimulation.

1. A. becomes B. changes C. senses D. starts
2. A feelto B. need C. notice to D. will
3. A. connections B. relations C. spaces D. tendencies
4. A. baby B. beginning C. early D. young
5. A as B. but C. despite D. during
6. A. a B. some C. the D. this
7. A. has connected B. may not be connected
C. should be connecting D. will have be connecting
8. A. all the B. every C. in each D. next
9 A. cut B. make C. refresh D. tie
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1. Data ranges from the spatial distribution of people at different ages
to places with the best and worst air quality.

2. Local governments can then consider these factors when planning
their cities and/or determining the best use of city funds.

3. Maps are created to show historic outbreaks of things like the 1918
influenza, for example.

4. They can also learn about the different vaccines needed to travel to
such places.

Medical geography is an area of medical research that incorporates
geographic techniques into the study of health around the world, the spread
of diseases, and where diseases occur.

Since the spatial distribution of disease is a large matter of importance,
mapping plays a huge role in the field. Current issues include the
index of pain map. In the pain map example, factors like climate and
environment can be considered to determine why high amounts of pain
cluster where they do at any given time.

Other studies have also been conducted to show where the highest
outbreaks of certain types of diseases occur. The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) in the United States for instance uses maps to look at
a wide range of health factors across the U.S. This information is
important because it has implications on planning the population growth
of an area and on dealing with health problems such as asthma and lung
cancer. I:E

The CDC also features a website for traveler’s health. Here,
people can get information about the distribution of disease in countries
worldwide. This application of medical geography is important to
reducing or even stopping the spread of the world’s diseases through travel.
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| 1172 LOERTE | My sister Merridy was seven years older than I. When we

were growing up, I often felt uncomfortable about the fact that there seemed

to be different rules for me than there were for Merridy.

(A) By that time Merridy was married. She had a job and was earning
her own money. For my sixteenth birthday, she spent eighty-five dollars—
which was a significant sum then—to buy me a birthdavy present: a 1930
Model A Ford roadster®.

(B) I was elated with the roadster. Dad was not. He must have spent
three times what Merridy paid for the car to make it safe for me to drive,

lending some credibility to the notion that “what goes around comes around.”

(C) Of course, Merridy’s gift to me was more than a car—she gave me

my first real lesson in what it means to be a truly generous person.

(D) One example of this was that our father didn’t think girls needed to
know how to drive. So, Merridy never learned how to drive a car. I, on the
other hand, was permitted to get my driver’s license the minute I turned

sixteen

=% D% | Merridy, who had never even been allowed to get a driver’s
license at my age, reached beyond the limits of her history, her restricted
resources, and any inclination toward envy, to give me a gift she herself had

never been given.

-
*roadster = _AFEO DA —T 2 H—
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Gracie and Elena are more than just sisters, they're also best friends. With
only twenty-two months between them, they share more than clothes, toys
and hobbies; they also share their lives. This was the way Brooke and T intended
it from the beginning. 1>Having both come from families where we were three

or more years apart from our siblings, we felt that our children would benefit

from being two years apart or less. Little did we know how right we were.

At twenty-two months, Elena had no idea how much her life was about
to be impacted, but she did know she was now a big sister. Proudly wearing
her “I'm a New Big Sister” pin at the hospital, she took to her duty as bottle
feeder® as she gave up her room and her toys for 2\the new addition to the

family. And although they would play with each other and spend hours in
the family room, we soon realized how much they would come to love each
other the day we heard Gracie laugh for the first time. Around six months
after her birth, we found Gracie giggling in her swing while Elena danced and
made funny faces in front of her. It's never been the same since. Now Gracie
returns the favor daily with her staged antics** and infectious smile***.

Even today, Gracie is the comedian while Elena is the comforting mom.
Just this morning while Gracie was upstairs in the midst of a temper tantrum****
over her clothing selection, and Brooke and I had all but given up, Elena
quietly climbed the stairs to calm her sister. Five minutes later, she came
downstairs holding Gracie’s hand remarking to both of us how wonderful
Gracie looked this morning, while Gracie wiped away tears. 3\Not only had

she managed to calm Gracie, but she also dressed her in the exact clothes that

we had failed to get her to wear twenty minutes earlier.

Friends don’t have to be the same in order to get along. Sometimes it is
the differences that make a friendship work. In Gracie and Elena’s case, it is
also what makes them perfect for each other.

.
* bottle feeder = HFIRT I I/ 28X ¥ %1% H
** staged antics = KIF & B LT Z8E
*** infectious smile = BHF5[EAE N 2 KEH
ik temper tantrum = I (A L» <)
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A. clothes B. Elena C. Gracie D. space
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How to comfort a crying comedian

It's never been the same since Gracie giggled

Sisters by fate, best friends by choice

O 0w

The big sister has to do everything
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In 1946 my father bought a small store in a suburb of Cincinnati. The
store was open six days a week from 7:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. and he was there
almost (1 ) the time, so he had a real feel for the store. He knew all the
groceries and equipmentin the ( 2 ) very well.

One night in the late 1950s, my mother woke up to find my father dressed,
(3 ) his hat and coat on. When she asked him what he was doing, he said,
“There’s something wrong at the (2 ),” and with that he left. Later he
would tell her that he had been awakened by a loud popping sound and that
he (4 ) instinctively known that ( 5 ) had happened atthe ( 2 ).

The (2 ) was about a mile from the house, but my father hadn’t been
gone more than a minute or two when the phone rang and the caller said, “Is
Max there?” My mother told him that he was out of the ( 6 ) and asked
who was calling. The caller identified himself as one of the local policemen
and said, “There’s water running out under the back door of the ( 2 ).
She told him that my father was ( 7 ) his way.

The back room was filled ( 3 ) water-cooled refrigeration equipment,
and the freeze plug on one of the shut-off valves had popped in the middle of
the night. Somehow, my father had heard the loud ( 8 ) and knew that he
hadtodo ( 5 ) aboutit.
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In 100 to 150 words in English, write a short essay in response to the following.

Television, radio and magazines encourage us to eat junk food and drink
high-sugar drinks, both of which are very bad for us. Should advertising for
junk food and sugary drinks be allowed? Be specific and explain your
thinking.
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