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First of all, on behalf of all faculty members, | would like to convey our heart-whole

congratulation to all of you and your family and friends at the entrance ceremony.

Now days, we are facing the great change of the world.

According to World Competitiveness Yearbook 2010 edited by IMD: International Institute for
Management Development, Japan was downgraded its rating to.27th from 17th last year. It
may have some reason such as government instability and at a time when the labor force is
shrinking because of the falling birthrate and the aging popuiation.

As we can see in global climate change or financial crisis, the various risks we face at both
local and global scale are all interrelated to each other, and also tend to suddenly emerge at
very local level. These risks also tend to spréad exponentially causing spatial and temporal
chain reactions. This type of risk is generally called Emerging Crises. It is needless to say,
global agenda.

We know that global sustainability is the central issue that faces humankind in this century,
and universities are the generators of knowledge that is needed to address this issue.
Conventional science has only been able to deal with parts of these problems. The
approach taken by conventional science will not be adequate for dealing with the Emerging

Crises of the 21st century.

So we need a radical change of standpoint or perspective. | would like to provide you some
standpoint, taking this opportunity.

Let’ start one of good saying, may be by Julius Caesar, you cannot see everything in the

world and you new students, in general are quick to believe that which you wish to be frue.

The earth is a complex system of various composites. However, when we look at it as one
total system comprised of three subsystems — nature, humankind and other life forms —,
the humankind and other life forms share nature as their external media, which they both
rely on as the source of energy supply and substance, as well as destination of waste
disposal. In that sense, we can define environment as “the conditional variable of space and
time that regulates the natural system” on which humankind and other life form sustain their
co-existence.

Our current status of environmental issues on a global scale clearly indicates that we can no



longer consider the capacity of the natural system that provides foundation to human
activities, such as water, atmosphere, soil, to be infinite, or the scope of human activities or
their speed of expansion fo be negligible. Back in the days when humankind recognized
the exterior nature to be infinitely abundant, and was subordinate to its delicate circulatory
balance, it was sufficient to just provide a norm that regulates relationships among
humankind. However, now that we have entered a space and global era, a new norm that
regulates a relationship between humankind and nature (environmental ethics) is urgently
called for.

And this new norm should fundamentally be based on a search for “adequate scale”, in
other words, “recognizing that the most appropriate set quantity or set formula worked out
for a subsystem under a certain framework (standards or norm) may not be most
appropriate under a different framework. Defining the framework is of top priority, and for
that, we should consciously maintain an overall perspective, always zooming in on various

aspects while zooming right back to the wide overview of the whole picture.”

So, | recommend firstly the observation our world by using not only microscope, but also by
telescope such as Birds eye view and computer projection in space and time. Holistic and
Integrated approach is very important.

We know that no single institution or network is capable of tackling these complex,
multi-cross disciplinary issues yet, in order for holistic knowledge to be developed and
disseminated rapidly, more robust networks that create synergies now are necessary.

The Second thing is to try to make robust network with students, faculty members and outer
soéiety.

As you know, Yukichi Fukuzawa, Fukuzawa-sensei, his main theme may be summarized in
one word—‘independence’—éince he believed that personal and national independence
was the real foundation of modern society. In order {o achieve this self-independence,
advocated practical and scientific, learning that is closer to ordinary human needs or, in a
word, jitsugaku as shown in An Encouragement of Learning Gakumon no susume and in
other books. The more educated the people became, the better their national independence

could be asserted, with a corresponding increase in public virtue and social morality.

As shown In his magnum opus, Bunmeiron no gairyaku, An outline of a theory of civilization,

civilization means not only comfort in daily necessities but also the refining of knowledge,



and the cultivation of virtue so as to elevate human life to a higher plane.

So my final request is to cultivate knowledge and virtue. Fukuzawa-sensei took great care to
explain the distinction between knowledge and virtue. He defined virtue as morality, and
knowledge as intelligence.

You can expect a positive these development if you step forward boldly.
| do hope to provide your profitable, successful and enjoyable campus life.
Congratulation again.
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